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Lift + Love, an
s suppert for
3+ indrviduals
s allso seen this
5 up primaril

Sch:lnyw thnwuuhmr
bt not the only one

Godcloveandgru in their rheto-
ric. he suid. At the wume time, parents

today have greuter access 1o o growing

ecosystem of support — from books to
podcasts to in-person
“That kind of communal

processing

and shured experience,” he said, “lends

o more persons] revelution and inspi
g

Darice Auston, 2 mather of four, in-
cluding one child, recent-
Iy polled 25 Latter-day Saint mothers.
all in their 505, of LGBTQ children

“Nome of them,” the Denver resider
said, “ever had any doubts their child
wuuldhewkrh them in the eternities "

Troe, there remuins “plenty of pain-

ful rhetoric surrounding the tapic,”
she said, bot “at lewst in my genera-
tion, we haven't bought into the ‘sad
‘hesven”iflen. It just foels so out of Step

BETHANY BAKER i ke T

and one conversation at a time.

At one point, Josh thought he was
“headed out” the door of the faith he
Joved — a feeling he never thought he'd
have.
“But the more that I really ch

it W love Vet TG learning, which
is much deeper and broader than I've
ever known.”

1 CLAIM YOU'

That decision to remain in the fold
isn't easy, the couple agreed. Most days,
Josh said, it feels a lot like having each
foot in a different canoe, both moving
at different speeds

Schilaty has seen this struggle re-
peated in other Lat-
ter-day Saint fam-

with the loving God we
have come to know on
this journey.”

CHOOSING TO
STAY — FOR NOW
Jen and Josh Rollins
live in Riverton and are
the parents of five chil-
dren, ing from ages
13 to 24. Of those, three
are part vﬂh« LGBTQ

“Oh, they ] just go to a
lower kingdom. a form
i heaven, and we'll just
come and visit them,™
Jen suid. “Once 1 had
queer kids, 1 couldn't
wrap my mind xnd my
heart around that even
being a possibility.”

She read books on
the subject (particular-
ly influentiz] was Tom
Christofferson’s “That
We Muay Be One: A Gay
Mormon's Perspective
on Faith and Pumily"™) and attended an
Encirdle conference with her gay son.

And she and her hushand praved —
alot

Josh, who was serving as a bishop
when afl three of their childven came
out, said prayer has been his Hfeline xs
he and his wife have sought to churt a
course they never anticipated for their
famiky

“1 described it as receiving an un-
swer une time thut, ‘They were my
kids before they were yours,™ he sxid
“And so 1 just trust that they're in his
hands and our family will be together

In the mesntime. the couple and
‘their children are tuking it one Sunday

ilies and believes
there are steps the
church could take
— short of chang-
ing the doctrine on
eternal marriage —
to ease that tension
and make staying
a more sustainable

The biggest one is
no longer framing
LGBTQ children as
a burden to their be
Tieving parents.

He cited a 2006
interview with se
nior aposte Dallin H
Oaks and now-emer-
itus general author-
ity Seventy Lance B.
Wickman

In it, Wickman
said “it’s hard to
imagine a more dif-
ficult circumstance
for a parent to face
than” that of LGETQ
children asking if they can bring their
partner home for the holidays.

“Can you imagine being » kid read-
ing that and being Tike, ‘T am such a
burden”" Schilaty asked. “What the
message that kid needs from their par-
ents — again and again — is that you
belong and 1 claim you And vou are
not a burden; you are a gift.”

Doing so, Schiluty added, will “not
only save lives. but increase mental
health and also strengthen family ro
lationships.”

Groups Tike Lift + Love strive to of-
fer the on-the-ground support to fam-
ilies trying to figure out what being »
supportive paremt and a fuithful Lat
ter-dauy Saint looks rike

“Heally the wark has become helping
fumilies stay connected to the church
and to God,” Dayton suid. “That's
where parents renfly need help be-
cuuse most times they don't want to
have to give up either [their child or
the church] ™

‘HELL TOGETHER"
These duys, Bartholomew suid she

Recently, Archulets relensed » new
song dedicuted to his mother. The ti-
tle: “Hell Together.”

In it, the once poster boy of a faith-
ful Lutter-duy Sxint sings: “H 1 have to
Tive without you, 1 dont wamt 10 five
forever.”

The first time Bartholomew Tstened
to it with the lyrics written out (“My
English is not very good.” the native
Hondurun explrined). she wept

Only this time, they were tears of

Editor's mote » If you or peaple you
know are at risk of self-harm. call or
text the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline,
orchat at 988Lifeline.ory.

OR copy |

. RS




